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PRESS RELEASE & SUMMARY–60-DAY NOTICE OF INTENT TO SUE USFWS, USFS FOR 

VIOLATIONS OF THE ENDANGERED 

SPECIES ACT – SSN DPS –PACIFIC 

FISHER 

Unite the Parks, Sequoia ForestKeeper, and 

The John Muir Project intend to file suit for 

violations of the Endangered Species Act 

(ESA) by the USFS and USFWS, for allowing 

39 logging projects in the habitat of the 

endangered Pacific fisher—the Southern Sierra 

Nevada Distinct Population Segment (SSN 

DPS). 

Many of these logging projects take place in 

occupied fisher habitat and entail commercial 

logging of large living trees and snags, at and 

around denning sites, and the removal of both understory brush and canopy cover, which are critical for 

the survival of the Pacific fisher. Pacific fishers have distinct habitat needs: they need large living trees, 

an interconnected habitat, brushy understory cover, a shaded overhead forest canopy cover of 60% or 

more, and adequate prey populations for sustenance. 

These projects entail road building, fuelbreak construction, commercial logging, and herbicide use, which 

will further damage habitat, expose the fisher to predation, and greatly increase wildfire risk. In approving 

these logging projects via the Biological Opinion and Addendum, the USFWS failed to perform an 

adequate analysis of conditions, failed to use the best available science, failed to adequately apply 

scientific recommendations, failed to rationally conclude that the logging projects are likely to harm 

habitat and jeopardize the existence of the fisher, and finally, failed to outline reasonable alternatives. 

The current conditions are dire. The Pacific fisher’s (SSN DPS) habitat is at extreme risk and its 

population is dangerously low. Estimates made 20 years ago indicated that fishers numbered from a low 

of 100 individuals to a high of 500 individuals. Based on field data collected in 2002 to 2009, the fisher 

population was adjusted downward and estimated to be less than 250. The subsequent 2012-to-2015 

drought and the associated insect infestation and tree die-off severely damaged fisher habitat in the 

Southern Sierra Nevada, such that there has been a 39 percent decline in fisher foraging and denning 

habitat.  

This habitat loss excludes recent fires, which burned more than 100,000 acres. Currently, the creek fire is 

burning in fisher habitat, and it is more than 130,000 acres. The USFWS assessed the SSN fisher 

population before this dramatic drought event, the associated 39 percent habitat loss, and the fires. Given 

this loss and the low number of fishers in existence, protecting the fisher’s remaining habitat is critical.  

Instead of protecting its remaining habitat, the USFWS issued a take permit, allowing the USFS to “take” 

12 fishers, harm four females and kill eight kits, as part of the approved logging projects, declaring that 

this take would not jeopardize the fisher population and is “expected to have an insignificant impact on 

the overall population.” There is no scientific basis for this declaration; in fact, the scientific evidence 

clearly contradicts this statement and the chosen action.  

In addition to approving 39 logging projects, which constitute a threat to the species and will likely lead 

to its extinction, the USFS and USFWS failed to create and enact a recovery plan for the fisher. The 

Letter of Intent includes details on these statements and suggests that the USFS and USFWS should halt 

commercial logging and prioritize public safety and the long-term health and wellness of wildlife and the 

land, forests, watersheds, animals and trees entrusted in their care by the American people.                                               
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